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 INTRODUCTION 
 Thank you for considering being part of the Vineyard School of Justice. We’re excited 
about the possibility of spending this time with you, and invite you to join us  
for a unique seven month program (October 2016 – May 2017), in one of Canada’s most 
impoverished neighbourhoods, to explore what it looks like to live out a lifestyle of radical 
love, worship, and justice. 

What follows is an overview of the Vineyard School of Justice. We would love to hear 
from you and should you have any questions or comments along the way, feel free to connect 
and get in touch using the means below.  

• Web 
o vineyardschoolofjustice.org 
o facebook.com/VineyardSchoolofJustice 
o winnipegcentrevineyard.com 

 
• Email 

o vineyardschoolofjustice@gmail.com  
 

• Phone & Fax 
o ph: + 1 (204) 582-2900 
o fx: + 1 (204) 582-1199 

 
• Address 

o 782 Main St., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 3N4, Canada 

Take care, 
 
Suhail Stephen 
Director 
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 VISION 

 
In Matthew 27:37-40, Jesus said the first and greatest commandment was to “Love the 

Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.” The second, he 
said, was like it: “Love your neighbour as yourself.” When a religious expert asked him, “Who 
is my neighbour?” in Luke 10:29, Jesus told a parable about a Samaritan - someone who at 
the time would’ve been routinely excluded and marginalized from mainstream society - who 
responds to a man in need by the side of the road. By means of this story, Jesus celebrates 
neighbourliness specifically when it is expressed to those in the margins of society. He 
similarly celebrates learning from those who are themselves marginalized.  
 

As followers of Jesus, we are passionate about loving him with all of our being. We are 
similarly passionate about loving our neighbours, especially those on the margins of society. 
In fact, true, authentic love of Jesus demands a practical outpouring of love to these kinds of 
neighbours (Amos 5:21-24; Isaiah 58); these two streams of love - worship and justice - are 
mutually inclusive, inseparable, and are most beautiful when they flow together as one. In 
fact, in Matthew 25, Jesus says “Whatever you did [or did not do] for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did [or did not do] for me” (Matthew 25: 40,45). Simply put, 
the way we treat and love society’s “least” is the way we treat and love Jesus. Following Jesus 
and loving our marginalized neighbours also means that we are passionate about 
welcoming, honouring, and learning from those whom our world considers “poor.” We 
recognize that God has especially chosen these neighbours to be rich in faith and to inherit 
his kingdom (James 2: 1-10), and that it is precisely through those whom society deems  
“foolish,” “weak,” “lowly,” and “despised” that God has chosen to bring the wisdom and 
strength of the kingdom (1 Corinthians 1: 26-30). 
 

The Vineyard School of Justice facilitates encounter with Jesus and his heart of justice, 
and will equip you with the knowledge, skills, and character to live out a life of radical love 
with neighbours in the margins of society. We believe that this encounter and equipping 
happens best when you are actually with those those on the margins, side by side, day by 
day. To this end, your classmates in the Vineyard School of Justice will be neighbours from 
Winnipeg’s North End who are poor, at risk of homelessness, and street-involved. Aside from 
the extraordinary relational, educational, and spiritual benefits that this kind of community 
yields for all involved, we believe that it is only in relationship together that we may fully 
envision what loving God, loving our neighbour, and the coming of his kingdom really 
means.  
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 VALUES 
 
Winnipeg Centre Vineyard 
 

The Vineyard School of Justice is completely connected with the heart, vision, and 
values of Winnipeg Centre Vineyard (WCV). It is an organic and natural overflow of what is 
happening in this particular community of faith (see below). As such, you do not merely come 
to participate in a concentrated training program, you are connecting yourself to WCV for the 
duration of the program. We want you to feel at home with us while you’re here, and hope 
that being part of WCV will give you lots of opportunities to make new friends and get 
involved, as well as to access love, care, and support from our community. After completing 
the Vineyard School of Justice, it is our desire to see you return to your local church with a 
deeper understanding and practical grasp of what it means to live out a life of loving Jesus 
and your neighbour in your own context. 

 
For more information on WCV: winnipegcentrevineyard.com 
For more information on Vineyard Churches Canada: vineyard.ca 
 
 

  WCV’s Core Practicess 

"We exist to build 
a safe community 

that invites all 
peoples to worship 

Jesus as they 
embrace a 

kingdom lifestyle 
that extends God's 

justice on the 
earth.” 
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“Down – Up” 
  

Our world privileges wealth, beauty, and power and puts people who possess these 
things in the centre. Jesus’ mandate, however, was “to preach good news to the poor” (Luke 
4:18). He spent time with and loved those on the periphery of society and, in fact, said 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3). As 
followers of Jesus, we want to live by and usher in the values of His kingdom. We want to 
receive from those Jesus calls “blessed” and put them at the centre.  

 
As a result, the Vineyard School of Justice will not only welcome those whom society 

pushes from the centre, but seek to create opportunities where their experiences, 
perspectives, and faith can enrich and teach us. They will tell their stories, explain various 
realities of the neighourhood and its issues, and be our guides as we together seek to bring 
God’s kindgom here on earth. Furthermore, this “down-up” approach encourages us to learn 
about ourselves from the people we are supposed to be “ministering” to. It is in this place 
that we can ask difficult questions about our motives, our worldviews, and our heart 
attitudes. This posture of learning creates an environment where the Holy Spirit can change 
our way of seeing things and even our way of thinking. In this place of openness and honesty, 
true community is forged and the work of justice begins. 

  
 

 North End, Winnipeg. 

Francine Harper 
(pictured, left) was 
sent to residential 
school. We were  

very privileged to 
have her share her 

poetry, art, and 
experience with us 
the last two years. 
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Learn / Do / Debrief 
 

 We believe that one of the most effective ways of facilitating meaningful learning is 
through a mutually inclusive model of studying, experiencing, and debriefing. Studying gives 
us a theological and mental framework which clarifies our vision and provides a guide for 
what we ought to expect when we get out and do justice. After getting involved in what’s 
happening “outside the classroom,” we can then discuss, debrief, and interpret our 
expectations and experiences. As we seek to learn from, and understand our experiences, 
this of course leads us to engage in further study, experience, and debriefing.   
 

We will, for example, have a few weeks of study (with teaching, reading assignments, 
etc.) on “Healing and the Kingdom of God,” go out on the streets to apply what we’ve learned 
and pray for those who are sick, and then spend time afterwards talking about what 
happened. We believe this model is not only conducive to meaningful learning, but offers a 
wealth of experience to build on as you continue to walk out your Christian faith after 
completing the school.  

 
Journey and Wrestle 
 

God’s call to “do justice” (Micah 6:8) is more an invitation to a lifelong journey with 
Jesus as opposed to the application of a formula. In this journey we experience the glory of  
God’s kingdom coming now, as well as the agony of it not being fully realized yet. We hold 
these things in tension especially in the context of our pursuit of justice.  

 
Though the brightness of the kingdom and the very glory of God shine brightest in 

the margins, the Vineyard School of Justice is also designed to uncover the darkest 
preconceptions, issues, and behaviours in ourselves, our neighbourhood, and in the systems 
and structures around us. There will be times when you feel disturbed as a result of being 
pushed outside your comfort zone. All of our students experience this in varying degrees, yet 
given the multifaceted, complex, and ubiquitous nature of injustice in our world, we are 
cautious about easy answers and catch-all solutions. We believe that God’s desire is to walk 
with us through these valleys (Psalm 23:4) and, in fact, that it is only by walking through them 
that we reach the other side (Acts 14:22). We believe that faithfully wrestling through 
moments of difficulty together with the Holy Spirit and in love, honesty, and community with 
each other will be of great reward. This wrestle will enrich our journey with Jesus and will also 
help us formulate a more biblical, informed, and Christ-centred response to injustice.  
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 CONTEXT: NORTH END, WINNIPEG 
 

The Vineyard School of Justice is located in the North End of Canada’s most central 
city, Winnipeg. The North End is one of Winnipeg’s most economically deprived areas, and 
one of Canada’s most impoverished neighbourhoods. Our school is set in this gritty urban 
context to help you come to terms with issues facing the people who live here all the while 
being their neighbours, and provides a common ground from which to work for justice here 
in Winnipeg and abroad.  
 

The North End is also one of the most culturally diverse areas of the city, being home 
to many Cree, Ojibway, Filipinos, Ukrainians, Vietnamese, and Polish, among 
others. Unfortunately, many of the same issues facing other disadvantaged areas in cities 
throughout the world are all present here in the North End. There is also great strength, 
beauty, and wisdom here, as well as stunning gifts waiting to be discovered. On the whole, 
Winnipeg is a great city bursting with all kinds of arts and cultural activities.   
 
For more information on Winnipeg: tourismwinnipeg.com 
 

 

 
 
 

 North End, Winnipeg. 
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 EDUCATIONAL OVERVIEW AND CURRICULUM 
  We have found that learning occurs best when it is the result of a process that is 
inward, outward, and relational. For the purposes of the Vineyard School of Justice, we refer 
to these three things as “teaching, doing, and being” respectively. Though these things are 
mutually inclusive and often occur in the same moment, we also want to make sure that we 
intentionally make room for each of them at different times. 

The teaching component of the school is designed to facilitate reflection. This is the 
time when we seek to enrich our theological and cognitive frameworks, and invite God to 
deepen our thinking. The teaching component features speakers who share on various topics 
and encourage interactive classroom sessions with discussion. It also features a variety of 
readings, films, and assignments to ensure personal engagement with the curriculum.  

 
The doing component pushes us outward and is designed to facilitate action. This 

component encourages us to apply what we’ve learned and translate it into something 
practical and tangible. You will participate in various activities, do a group project, volunteer 
and serve in WCV, visit and volunteer with other neighbourhood community organizations, 
and travel to Nepal! 

 
The being component provides space for deep connection with God, each other, and 

the WCV community, and is designed to facilitate relationship. There will be focused times 
of worship and hearing God, prayer ministry, opportunities for regular mentoring and 
discipleship, and plenty of times of sharing, eating together, and fellowship.   
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Teaching (Reflection)  
 
• Interactive Classroom Sessions. Topics Include: 

o Introduction to the Vineyard, WCV, and the North End 
o The Love of God 
o The Person and Gifts of the Holy Spirit / Living a Naturally Supernatural Lifestyle 
o The Theology and Practice of Justice, Mercy, and Compassion  
o Aboriginal Studies (colonization, treaties, reserves, residential schools, etc.) 
o Life on the Streets (homelessness, prostitution, gangs, violence) 
o Studies in Addiction / Dealing with Dependency 
o The Theology and Practice of Non-violence and Principles of Conflict Resolution 
o Mental Health Issues and Basic Counselling 
o Global Justice Issues (the persecuted church, trafficking, etc.) 

 
• Readings, Films, and Assignments 

o Readings involve articles and book excerpts relevant to weekly teaching topics 
o Films involve screenings where we invite people from WCV and the neighbourhood 

to watch films which are rich in cinematic form and stimulate theological, moral, and 
cognitive reflection 

o Assignments include reading and film reflections, journal responses, researching 
various topics related to justice, etc. 

 

 
 

 

 Learn Together.  Film Screenings. 



	  

vineyardschoolofjustice.org	  |	  facebook.com/VineyardSchoolofJustice	  |	  winnipegcentrevineyard.com	  
vineyardschoolofjustice@gmail.com	  |	  phone:	  +1	  (204)	  582-‐2900	  	  |	  	  fax:	  +1	  (204)	  582-‐1199	  

782	  Main	  St.,	  Winnipeg,	  MB,	  R2W	  3N4,	  Canada	  

11	  

 
Doing (Action) 
 
• Tours and Activities 

o Visiting other organizations that are doing justice, taking our learning onto the streets 
or seeking to experience things we otherwise couldn’t in the classroom (e.g. what it 
feels like to panhandle) 

 
• Practical Volunteer Opportunities 

o Serving at WCV’s drop-in where we share a meal with friends from the street 
o Volunteering with various community organizations of your choosing to learn from 

and contribute to other expressions of justice in our neighbourhood 

 
• Trip to Nepal 

o We will travel to Nepal to learn from and 
serve with our sister Vineyard churches in 
the Himalayan Region who do ministry 
with some of the most marginalized 
people in Nepal. We will spend time in 
Kathmandu, the nation’s capital, and 
travel to remote regions to be with 
various Vineyard church plants and to 
minister with impoverished communities 
of people.  There’ll be lots of time to take 
in the sights and sounds of Nepal too!  Spend a Month in Nepal. 

 Learn on the Streets.  Serve at WCV’s Drop-In. 
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Being (Relationship) 
 
• Worship, Prayer, and Sharing 

o Once a week we gather for a time of worship, intercession, and prayer ministry. We’ll 
also share how we’re doing and discuss what we’ve been learning. 
 

• Personal Mentoring and Discipleship  
o To encourage you in your personal journey of discipleship, you will meet regularly 

with WCV pastoral staff and leadership 
 

• Fellowship with the Larger WCV Community 
o To help connect you relationally and socially, as well as to encourage you spiritually, 

you’ll be part of our Sunday church gatherings as well as part of a house group 
 
• Retreats 

o Every so often we will get out of the city for weekend retreats for some rest and 
relaxation, as well as to connect with each other more deeply 

 

 
 
 
 

 Be Together. 
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 HOUSING 
 

In order to facilitate engagement with the neighbourhood and with WCV, and thereby 
to facilitate community building and shared learning experiences, students will either be 
living right here in, or close to, the North End for the duration of the school. You will be within 
walking or bussing distance of WCV and the majority of our activities.  

 
 Housing arrangements will consist of living in separate community houses (one for 
men and another for women), home stays, or staying in our church community housing 
facility. Please note that though we are welcoming our street friends to be part of the school, 
they will not be accessing the same housing arrangements outlined here.  
 

Though we encourage you to access the school housing arrangements for the reasons 
outlined above, if you already have accommodation secured in Winnipeg or wish to find your 
own, please let us know. Otherwise, we will be in touch with you prior to the start of the 
school to confirm housing arrangements.  

 
 SCHOOL LEADERSHIP 
 

The Vineyard School of Justice is directed by Suhail Stephen, who exercises primary 
leadership on a day-to-day basis. Suhail has lived in seven countries and has been involved 
with the Vineyard since 2001 (in a church west of Chicago, in Hong Kong, and now with 
WCV). He has an M.A in Community Leadership and Philanthropy Studies and coordinates 
WCV's drop-in lunch program for the neighbourhood. He and his wife Jennifer have been 
part of WCV for several years.  

 
WCV pastoral staff and leadership provide oversight, support, and contribute to many 

of the activities in the school, with various other respected Vineyard and social justice 
leaders/practitioners lending their expertise to the curriculum as relevant. Speakers in the 
past have included Nathan Rieger, Andy Wood, John and Violet Rademaker, David and Anita 
Ruis, and many others. 
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 SCHOOL CALENDAR 
 

• October 3, 2016 – May 5, 2017 (School Term) 
• December 16, 2016 – January 2, 2017 (Christmas Break) 
• April 1 – April 30, 2017 (Nepal Trip)  
 
NOTE: At the invitation and discernment of both the Vineyard School of Justice staff 
and Himalayan Region Vineyard leadership, some people may be invited to stay a 
little longer in Nepal if they wish.  

 
 WEEKLY SCHEDULE 
 

 Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sun 
9am   

 
Prayer / 
Serve at 
WCV’s 
drop-in 

   
Sharing/ 
Weekly 
Debrief,  
Worship, 

and Prayer 
Ministry 

 
9:30am    

 
Serve at 
WCV’s 
drop-in 

 
 

10am 
 

 
 

Class 

 
 

Class 

 
WCV 

Church 
Service  

Noon 
 

12:30pm     
 

2pm 
 

 
 

Activities/ 
Project 
Work 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

Activities/ 
Project 
Work 

  

 
4pm 

 

   

 
These are the normal weekly events. Bear in mind that in addition to this, students will 

have individual mentoring times with staff (approximately an hour a week, scheduled at your 
convenience), volunteer with various community organizations (approximately two hours a 
week, scheduled at your convenience). On occasion, we will take a few weekends to get out 
of the city for retreats.  
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 ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
 
 
• Faith: Be a Christian; love, follow, and believe in Jesus. 

 
• Age: Be 18 years old by January 1, 2017. 

 
• Character: Be punctual and consistent with regard school attendance and activities; be 

diligent to complete school tasks and assignments; be respectful of others’ thoughts and 
feelings; be teachable and willing to be challenged both in terms of pursuing passion for 
Jesus and living out a life of justice.  

 
• Values: Be willing to work within the context of WCV and Vineyard Churches Canada. 
 
• Community: Be willing to participate in the camaraderie that is created in, through, and 

around the school by engaging with fellow students, WCV, and the neighbourhood. 
 

• Passport and Visa: If you require a visa to be in Canada, please plan ahead and make the 
appropriate arrangements on your own. We are happy to facilitate letters of invitation etc. 
to expedite this process. Please contact us for details and visit Citizenship and 
Immigration Canada for further information: http://www.cic.gc.ca   
 
To travel to Nepal you must have a valid passport with at least a year’s validity from the 
start of the school. People from most countries can obtain a Nepali visa on arrival. 
However, there are some exceptions and if you are unable to obtain a visa on arrival, 
please plan ahead and make the appropriate arrangements on your own. Again, we are 
happy to facilitate letters of invitation etc. to expedite this process. Please contact us for 
details and visit The Department of Immigration, Nepal for further information: 
http://www.nepalimmigration.gov.np 
 
NOTE: Associated costs for visa applications must be undertaken by the applicant. 
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 VINEYARD INSTITUTE CREDIT 
 

We are very pleased to announce a new Certificate Partnership with Vineyard Institute 
(VI) this year. Students who complete our school may receive credit as “Recognized Prior 
Learning” (RPL) towards VI Certificates. Details are as follows: 
 
• Vineyard School of Justice students will be awarded 5 semester credits towards the  

VI Certificate in Biblical Studies (CBS) 
 

• Vineyard School of Justice students will be awarded 3 praxis semester credits plus an 
additional 3 course work semester credits totalling 6 semester credits towards the  
VI Certificate in Biblical Leadership (CBL) 

 
• Vineyard School of Justice students will be awarded 5 praxis semester credits plus an 

additional 3 course work semester credits totalling 8 semester credits towards the  
VI Advanced Certificate in Biblical Leadership (ACBL) 

 
For more information: http://usa.vineyardinstitute.org/index.php/academics 
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 COST AND PAYMENT 
  

The fees outlined below cover Winnipeg and Nepal accommodation, meals, and 
school-related transport; Nepal visa (if you can obtain one on arrival) and airfare (round-trip 
from Winnipeg); retreats; school speakers and staff; and books, materials, and administrative 
costs. Other personal living expenses (cell phone, leisure and entertainment, clothes, non-
school-related transport, etc.) are not included.  

 
NOTE: Fees are adjustable if you have or wish to make personal arrangements for 
accommodation in Winnipeg. Please contact us for details.  
 
• All Fees in Canadian Dollars 

o Online Application Fee (non-refundable): $50  
o Program Fee: $8,700 

-‐ $3,000 deposit (non-refundable)  
o Due September 1, 2016 to secure enrolment 

-‐ $5,700 due October 3, 2016 
 

• Pay your Online Application Fee here (after you’ve completed the application form): 
vineyardschoolofjustice.org/apply 

• Once your application has been accepted, you can either: 
o Pay your Program Fee online (we’ll send you a link) OR 
o Pay by making your cheque/money order out to “Winnipeg Centre Vineyard” and 

send it to Vineyard School of Justice, 782 Main St., Winnipeg, MB, R2W 3N4, Canada. 
Please indicate “Vineyard School of Justice” in the memo line. 

 
 APPLICATION PROCESS 
 
• Visit vineyardschoolofjustice.org/apply for details.  
• Once we have all the parts of your application (completed application form, application 

fee, digital photograph, personal statements, and two completed reference forms) we will 
get in touch with you. 

  
 HISTORY 
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 HISTORY 

 
 We ran our first School of Justice in 1999 when WCV founders David and Anita Ruis 
called a group of people together who were interested in discipleship training. The first 
School of Justice officially began in September of 1999 and consisted simply of ten people 
getting together and praying, discussing, and supporting each other in various justice-
oriented projects. Over the next five years, the school evolved into more of a full-time 
program with over 40 people from seven different nations coming to participate. The school 
resumed in 2013, and though there will be several unique elements this year, the basic heart 
is still the same – people getting together to learn how to love God and love their neighbour. 
We hope you’ll join us. 

  Follow Jesus. Be in the margins.. 


